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Rhopalostylis baueri, the Norfolk 
Island Palm, ôShuttlecockô, 
resembles the NZ Nikau Palm, both 
with vertical feathered leaves and a 
bulging crownshaft. Two Brahea 
armata, with their distinctive blue 
fan-shaped silvery grey leaves 
grace the lawn either side of the 
avenue of Phoenix canariensis, 
Canary Island Date Palms, which 
line the walk to the Homestead 
Garden.   
 
Palms are of a single family known 
as ARECACEAE (or PALMAE).and 
are divided into 6 sub-families, 14 
tribes, 36 sub-tribes and finally 
around 200 genera of which there 
are  over 3500 species.  They are 
identified by their  single branchless 
barkless trunks, which sometimes 
grow in clumps. They have no 
annual rings of growth.  All their 
leaves are produced at the top of 
the stem, and the flowers and fruits 
f o rm  am ong  the i r  l eaves . 
Consequently they depend utterly 
on the cabbage-like bud at the top 
of the stem which happens to be a 
tasty morsel to beasts - including 
man.  In defense, many mainland 
palms have developed large spikes.  

(conôt. overleaf) 

Palm Parts 

          Fruit of the Jelly Palm                               Trunk detail of  the Chilean Wine Palm                   Fan leaves of Washingtonia robusta 

It was a glorious way to celebrate Arbor 
Day -  planting an avenue of graceful 
Syagrus romanzoffiana, Queen Palms, 
down the Steps on sunny Millennium 
Hill.  Around them were planted a carpet 
of other Mediterranean style ground-
covers and shrubs. The fragrance of 
lavender and citrus filled the air.  
 
Palms, the princes of the plant world, 
(they are catalogued in the botanic order 
of PRINCIPES), also feature in several 
other areas of the Bason Botanic 
Gardens.  Young backlit Washingtonia 
robusta greet you at the entrance to the  
Gardens. In the Conservatory and 
Homestead Gardens older specimen of 
these incredibly tall and flexible Mexican  
palms, live up to their common name of 
óSkydustersô. They can reach 40m in 
height.   
 
A young Jubaea chilensis, Chilean Wine 
Palm  squats to the right of the 
conservatory pergola, its stout trunk 
crowned with spreading feathery fronds. 
On the opposite side of the pergola 
several  Butia capitata, the Sth American 
Jelly Palm, are laden with fragrant fruit 
used to make jam and jelly.  Around the 
ablution block a graceful Howea 
forsteriana, Kentia Palm,  shades the 
seat next to a group of Phoenix 
roebelinii, Dwarf Date Palm   On the 

Palm Oddities 

The largest seed, the largest inflorescence and the longest leaf 

 in the plant kingdom, are produced by palms. 
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